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circumstances—even a comprehensive index of Greek and English termi-
nology and subjects —more than justifies the rather substantial price of this
book. Appendix 2 presents a list of vineyard leases chronologically from the
third century B.C.E. to the seventh century C.E. Many of these are repro-
duced in Appendix 1, though not all, apparently because some were not
considered pertinent to the study of this parable.

Overall, the book represents a significant contribution to the ongoing
study of this parable and, more generally, to Jesus’ parables. Not all will
find the ideological approach palatable but it reflects a growing disposition
within the scholarly community to distance itself from the typically West-
ern approach to biblical interpretation in favor of more globally- and cul-
turally-sensitive readings. For this reason and for others given above, Klop-
penborg’s book deserves a place on the shelf not just of university libraries
but of every serious student of the gospel traditions and earliest Christian-
ity. It constitutes a worthy addition to the WUNT series. The sturdy hard-
back binding and high quality paper used by Mohr Siebeck in the publica-
tion of the volumes in this series guarantee that the book will hold up well
to the frequent use it will no doubt receive. Typographical mistakes, while a
bit more frequent than might normally have been expected, are largely rec-
ognizable: a misplaced comma (p. 108, the first one in the seventh line from
the bottom should stand before rather than after the word), words omitted
(“that,” p. 66 and p. 76; “in,” p. 67), misspellings {pp. 24, 101 n. 107, 254, 281,
363 n. 4), the wrong word (p. 218) or form of a word (pp. 117, 118, 222, 291),
words needing deletion (“the” God, p. 66; “to,” p. 102; “as,” p. 124), and a
syntax problem (p. 178). In only one case is the sense substantially changed
(I.. 5-6 from the bottom of p. 104 should probably read: “...the sending of
the son is, “if not impossible, then at least not very reasonable”). Also, the
word used in 3 Kgdms 20:15-16 is kAnpovopéw not kAnpovopia (p. 330 n.
193).

Clinton Wahlen
Biblical Research Institute, General Conference of SDA, Silver Spring, USA

Logos Bible Software 3: Gold Edition, by Logos Research Systems. Bellingham:
Logos Research Systems, 2007. Windows compatible software. DVD or CD-
ROM. US$ 1,379.95.

In an age of multimedia, budding (quality) internet resources and a grow-
ing access to huge digital databases (both of texts and images), electronic
resources are increasingly important. In the PC market Logos Bible Software
(LBS), now in version 3e, has always been a major player, together with the
likes of BibleWorks, Gramcord, Bibloi (which used to be Bible Windows up to
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version 7) or Accordance (limited to the Mac platform). All of these software
packages have matured over the last decade and often use the same textual
databases. Frequently, their distinctive characteristics concern the user in-
terface and the included databases or other types of resources. As a long-
time BibleWorks user (see my reviews of earlier versions in DavarLogos 1
[2002]: 99-104; AUSS 35 [1997]: 310-12; and Theo 11 [1996]: 227-34; cf. also
my more general introduction to digital research software in “El escritorio
digital: software esencial para el quehacer teoldgico,” DavarLogos 4 [2005}:
65-80) I must confess some hesitation to try a new user interface, but the
promise of the unrivalled digital resources available in the Logos format
helped me to give LBS 3: Gold a try.

To jump to my conclusions right at the beginning of this review: I was
not disappointed, even though I found the learning curve (coming from a
different user interface) sometimes challenging. LBS 3: Gold arrived on a
DVD and did not include in my particular case any printed documentation,
but included another DVD with helpful video tutorials which provided
useful introductions (and more specialized examples) to the powerful user
interface of LBS 3: Gold.

The list of included books is seemingly endless. I will just mention the
highlights distinguishing the software from other programs and focusing
specifically on the needs of a graduate level student/faculty in a Seminary
or University department. I counted 16 different Greek texts and morpho-
logical databases, including also the standard Rahif's Septuagint with CCAT
tags and two versions of the Nestle-Aland 27th Edition Greek NT (one with
Logos tagging and one with the well-respected GramCord tagging). LBS 3:
Gold also includes the Greek text of Philo’s complete works, together with
morphological tagging, which is a useful tool for students of the intertesta-
mental period and the NT. As a Hebrew Bible scholar I was happy to also
see the Andersen-Forbes Analyzed Text of the Hebrew Bible, the Biblia Hebraica
Stuttgartensia with WIVU Hebrew Morphology, the Parallel Aligned Hebrew-
Aramaic and Greek Texts of Jewish Scripture, edited by E. Tov (and costing US$
100.00 if bought alone), as well as the more standard Biblia Hebraica Stutt-
gartensia with Westminster 4.2 Morphology, which is also the textual basis of
BibleWorks. LBS 3: Gold also includes the Aramaic texts of the Comprehensive
Aramaic Lexicon Project, elaborated by a team from Hebrew Union College,
several Syriac NT texts (unfortunately no OT texts from the Peshitta Leider
project), and the Clementine Vulgate. Other ancient texts included in the
package are the Nag Hammadi texts in English, the Apocrypha and Pseudepi-
grapha in English (by Charles), the three volume Context of Scripture (edited
by W. W. Hallo and L. Younger, costing US$ 345.00 if ordered separately),
the Amarna Letters (in English, translated by W. Moran), the works of Philo
and Josephus in English, as well as the three-volume set of Ancient Egyptian
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Literature (edited by M. Lichtheim). The package also includes 11 Greek
dictionaries and lexica (including the complete Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament [by Kittel], the Greek-English Lexicon of the Septuagint [by
Lust], and the two-volume Greek-English Lexicon based on Semantic Domains
[by Louw and Nida]). The Hebrew lexica include seven different volumes
or sets; even though unfortunately they do not include the (as yet incom-
plete) Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, the New International Dic-
tionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis, or the Hebrew and Aramaic
Lexicon of the Old Testament. The latter can be bought in addition to the pack-
age. LBS 3: Gold also includes 11 original language grammars (including
also the new and very helpful Introduction to Aramaic [Greenspoon] from the
Society of Biblical Literature, as well as the monumental resource grammar
by Gesenius). Other original language tools indude vocabulary builders
(which are often synced with teaching grammars), as well as syntax analy-
sis software which sets LBS 3: Gold apart from most other Bible Research
software packages.

LBS 3: Gold not only excels in the accumulation of helpful original lan-
guage research tools, but also includes an immense number of commentar-
ies, some of which are useful for the exegetical endeavor. The most helpful
(in my humble opinion) include the venerable (but still useful) 10-volume
set of the Commentary on the Old Testament (by Keil and Delitzsch), the
United Bible Societies Old Testament and New Testament Handbook Series (all in
all 41 volumes), the first 12 published volumes of the highly technical New
International Greek Testament Commentary (a US$ 660.00 value), and 31 vol-
umes of the New American Commentary (also valued at US$ 660.00). Addi-
tionally, the package includes numerous dictionaries, resources for those
interested in the geography and archaeology of the Bible lands, applied
theology resources, dealing with preaching, illustrations, etc, volumes fo-
cusing on ethics, apologetics, leadership, homiletics, illustrations, quota-
tions, small group resources, etc.

As can be easily deduced from the above mentioned (incomplete) list,
LBS 3: Gold is a tremendous resource for those working in Biblical Studies
and interested in all aspects of biblical and theological research. However,
the litmus test of a huge digital collection (as represented by LBS 3: Gold) is
not only the number of volumes included, but also how these volumes can
be searched and accessed. I am happy to report that both research special-
ists as well as lay users will benefit from the excellent user interface. One
particular advance in the Logos Bible software interface (and which was not
always present as I observed in a review of the Anchor Bible Dictionary in an
earlier iteration of the interface, cf. Review of Biblical Literature
[http://www.bookreviews.org] in 2002) is the fact that the new user inter-
face indicates the exact page number that a particular search hit can be
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found on. This makes the use of LBS 3: Gold as a replacement of paper cop-
ies much more likely and represents a clear improvement. The main user
interface (which can be customized) welcomes the user with six different
categories, including the Bible Study Starter, Devotions, Prayer, My Library,
News, and Blogs. Because of the close integration of LBS 3: Gold with the
internet (one often needs a live internet connection to make use of all the
included resources), some of these categories interact with data not avail-
able on the host computer. For example, the Blog category links to a Logos
blog which often contains future helpful resources and new volumes ap-
pearing in the Logos format. The same is also true for the News category. My
Library highlights books that are part of the collection and optionally shows
all the unlocked (i.e., purchased) books that are part of the package accord-
ing to subject, title or author. The Prayer category introduces the user to
various volumes contained in LBS 3: Gold that deal with prayer and also
provides the option to include a personal prayer list. Further up the tabs,
the Devotions category suggests inspirational readings. However, while all
these categories are useful the heart of the program is undoubtedly the Bible
Study Starter category which subdivides into three main subcategories:
Study a Passage, Study a Word (or theological concept), and Study a Topic.
There is also the option to include a personal Bible Reading plan, which is
useful when keeping track of personal Scripture readings.

All of these categories are powerful search engines which provide hy-
perlinks to numerous resources. For example, the Study a Passage category
searches for relevant data in commentaries, cross references tools, it dia-
grams the relationship of biblical people (useful especially in narrative texts
to keep up with important links between people and people groups), it also
includes information about literary types, key words of a particular verse,
and compares the translations of different English versions. The last item is
quite helpful for both preachers and interpreters since it gives the capacity
to choose a base translation and the program will then indicate percentage
of variations in the translation.

In the Study a Word category LBS 3: Gold will generate an (English) defi-
nition of a particular word (as, for example, the term “prophet”), will pro-
vide key links to secondary publications, a graphic diagram of both Greek
and Hebrew root words (which can easily be accessed by just clicking on
the desired Greek or Hebrew term), and finally includes the concordance
data for the key root words.

The Study a Topic category searches primarily reference works (diction-
aries, lexica, topical study tools) about a particular item.

More advanced users (esp. those interested in the Hebrew Bible) will en-
joy the syntax diagramming based on Andersen and Forbes database,
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which, together with the Stuttgarter Elektronische Studienbibel version 2 (also
using the Logos format), is the only tool that provides some basic linguistic
(i.e, syntactic) search functions for the text of the Hebrew Bible. Obviously,
syntax databases are not as clear-cut as morphological databases and re-
quire significantly more interpretation than other form-based databases.
However, the very existence of such a tool provides a very helpful point of
departure and the included glossary is a good starting point for this kind of
analysis.

As [ already indicated in my opening remarks LBS 3: Gold is a powerful
research tool with an ever-increasing treasure-chest of texts, having become
the de-facto standard of electronic publishing in biblical and theological
studies. Currently, Logos is working on including the Anchor Bible commen-
tary set in its offerings, having already completed the digital versions of the
Hermeneia and the International Critical Commentary series. Their inclusion of
basic linguistic research capabilities is a marked plus over other compara-
tive products which focus more on morphological analysis and semantic
interpretation. While the price of US$ 1,379.95 is steep (esp. for those of us
living in economically disadvantaged regions of the world) the value in
terms of quantity and quality is enormous. Also, Logos normally offers a
significant discount during the annual meetings of the Society of Biblical
Literature conventions which may be the kairos to invest in these helpful
tools.

Gerald A. Klingbeil
Adventist International Institute of Advanced Studies, PHILIPPINES

In Granite or Ingrained? What the Old and New Covenants Reveal about the Gospel,
the Law, and the Sabbath, by Skip MacCarthy. Berrien Springs: Andrews Uni-
versity Press, 2007. Pp. xv +284. ISBN 978-1-883925-57-4. Paper. US$ 19.99.

In this book, Skip McCarthy simply but effectively espouses the faith of
those who esteem the Old and New Testaments to be a complete revelation
of God’s process of redemption. He accomplishes this by addressing the
origin of the biblical covenant concept and how it permeates the subsequent
covenants. He submits that “old covenant” refers to the pervasion of “the
gospel into a system of works” (p. 121), a “legalistic reliance” on the law “as
a means of achieving salvation,” (p. 87) that anybody, whether in Old or
New Testament times, may exhibit. In contrast, “new covenant,” Mac-
Carthy maintains, is the “loving obedience that proceeds from faith” (p.
137) and a response to the law that is engraved in the heart, a level that was
attained by some believers in Old Testament times. He concludes his work



